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Executive Summary  

This report was created to support local governments in sustaining climate action while creating jobs post-
pandemic. COVID-19 has had an enormous impact on the lives and livelihoods of British Columbians, with many aspects 
of community and economic life shuttered to minimize human contact in order to slow the spread of the virus, resulting 
in a major economic downturn. At the same time, over 30 local governments in BC have declared climate emergencies, 
and many more committed to catalysing local climate action. As climate change continues to accelerate, climate-inclusive 
economic recovery planning is critical. 
 
The aim of this report is to provide advice to BC municipalities on opportunities for COVID-19 recovery that offer synergies 
with climate action, based on case studies and precedents in communities that may be applicable to BC and Canada. 
Applying or adapting these strategies can provide the following desired outcomes: 
ǒ Increasing jobs and skills within communities, and advancing economic recovery. 

ǒ Reducing GHG emissions (carbon footprints) and meeting municipal, provincial and federal emission reduction 
targets. 

ǒ Building resilience and adaptation to climate impacts, while increasing self-sufficiency. 
ǒ Social co-benefits such as improving or restoring health, social cohesion, equity, and advancing a cultural shift 

towards sustainable lifestyles. 

 
The study focuses on the city and regional district scale for local government action, in both urban and rural settings. In 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΣ ǿŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘǿƻ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ό/9!ύ ŀǎ ά.ƛƎ aƻǾŜǎέ ƻƴ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ 
action:  
ǒ Zero Emission Buildings - with an emphasis on retrofitting existing buildings. 

ǒ Closing the Loop on Waste - including reducing consumption and reuse/repair/recycling. 

 
In addition, two cross-cutting themes in areas relevant to both COVID-19 recovery and climate action are examined: 
 
ǒ IƻƭƛǎǘƛŎ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣέ 

multiple use of public (and private) space, green infrastructure and liveability, with links to both adaptation and 
mitigation. 

ǒ Community engagement and social mobilization, addressing opportunities for education and capacity 
building, stewardship of community assets, domestic consumption, behaviour change and collective action on 
climate change. 
 

Utilizing a case study approach, this report analysed several well documented precedents from Canada, the United States 
and Europe, conducting a selective literature review of relevant pre-/h±L5 ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ άƎǊŜȅ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΦέ /ŀǎŜ 
studies were evaluated against the four outcomes identified above, in addition to potential replicability in BC 
communities.  
 

Summary of Key Findings  
Re-localizing communities: There has been a movement towards creating more άcomplete ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘǎέ to 
emphasize local provision of services, jobs and amenities with less reliance on car travel ƛƴ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΦ 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ tŀǊƛǎΩ 
ά15 Minute Citȅέ model, and BarcelonaΩǎ Superblocks. Various aspects of this strategy have been replicated in many BC 
communities during COVID, in response to the new normal of working from home, restrictions against travel, and closure 
of indoor businesses. Locally, this strategy can be seen in the rapid deployment of parklets to reclaim road-space and 
parking (e.g. Open Streets Initiative, City of North Vancouver). These strategies encourage people to access local 
businesses/neighbourhood resources, creating and sustaining local jobs, and contributing to the economic survival of local 
businesses during the crisis, while fostering neighbourhood vibrancy over the longer term. Communities that have 
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implemented such strategies have transformed land use and mobility to effectively slash vehicle emissions, reduce traffic 
in neighbourhoods, improve air quality, reduce noise, improve safety, and promote conversion to active and healthier 
transportation. If these moves and associated green infrastructure (trees, parks, rain-gardens, depaving etc.) are made 
ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ-friendly behaviours which help to meet 
multiple municipal targets.  

 
Providing green jobs through energy upgrades:  Such win-win opportunities can be facilitated by governments, 
business and the non-profit sector. For example, implementing municipal bylaws (e.g. the Borough of Rosemont-La Petite-
PatrieΩǎ (Montreal, Quebec) mandatory requirements for cool roofs) can lead to significant job development through 
retrofitting thousands of roofs to reduce heat load and the expense of air conditioning. Supportive policies and greening 
measures, e.g. increased tree planting to shade buildings, can help increase community resilience to climate impacts, while 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ōȅƭŀǿ ǘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
governments in BC where the need for cool or white roofs is only now seen as urgent due to recent heat waves. Non-
profit organizations can also play a key role by providing green jobs training programs to help scale-up home energy 
retrofits and switching to renewables, as shown by the Baltimore Centre for Sustainable Careers. Training in high growth 
environmental careers can deliver strong equity and inclusion benefits for individuals who are under-employed, providing 
meaningful jobs, a living wage, and marketable skills in the green economy, such as installing solar roofs to help reduce 
GHGs, promote EV use, and increase energy security. 
 

Extracting value from waste through the circular economy:  Innovative strategies for generating jobs and income 
from previously discarded materials can also reduce embodied energy and GHGs from landfills. When municipal 
deconstruction policies incentivize private businesses to divert construction and demolition waste from landfills, they have 
demonstrated the strong growth potential of the recycling and reuse market. For example, Unbuilders in Vancouver 
deconstructed approximately 1% of the 3,200 homes demolished in Vancouver in one year, but generated over $1.5 
million in revenue and sizeable tax credits for homeowners who donated salvaged old growth timber and other building 
materials for local reuse. Many BC municipalities have yet to launch deconstruction bylaws and incentives, with the 
potential to yield 1,700 BC jobs if deconstruction was to achieve 100% of market share. NGOs have also launched waste 
recycling programs by empowering individuals who face barriers to formal employment (e.g. BinnersΩ Project, Vancouver). 
This can provide reliable, safe jobs for marginalized individuals, utilizing their expertise to sort waste in both public/private 
settings, which lowers contamination and decreases landfill emissions. These operations can have low costs and carbon 
footprints, as recycling collectors travel on foot, bicycle, or bus. Such programs also help meet equity goals, if backed by 
stronger municipal government support and regulations on waste diversion. 
 

Mobilizing citizens and whole communities: There are many examples both before and during COVID of innovative 
pilots to engage and mobilize the άƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƳƛŘŘƭŜέ ƻŦ ǳnder-engaged community residents on collective climate action. 
Social mobilization, leveraging volunteerism and the collective energy and efforts of residents, can bring multiple win-wins 
at relatively low cost. There are clear synergies between youth leadership development, job readiness skills, and engaging 
in positive climate action to mitigate the mental anxiety of youth during the pandemic (when job opportunities were 
scarce); and increasing the capacity, promoting social inclusion, and building resilience among residents in climate-
proofing communities. In Nelson, B.C., for example, Wildsight, a local NGO, launched Youth Climate Corps (YCC), a youth 
employment and skills development program focused on climate adaptation (e.g. fire risk reduction around communities), 
which was tied to COVID-recovery. Neighbourhood-based programs to empower and activate local champions on climate 
action and behaviour change have been successfully launched by the City of Toronto (Neighbourhood Climate Action 
Champions), Evergreen in Vancouver (Green Bloc Neighbourhoods), and CALP working with community centres (Cool 
ΨIƻƻŘ /ƘŀƳǇǎύΦ {ǳŎƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ resident knowledge and agency on climate change, and 
increase awareness of practical local solutions, drawing on local resources and suppliers, e.g. home and garden stores and 
municipal park departments. Champions also connect other residents on climate action projects (eg. food gardens, 
placemaking), while promoting behaviour change to cut carbon footprints (e.g. by 16% with Green Bloc Neighbourhoods).  
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CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATIONS  
These study findings suggest there are multiple pathways and sectors where both jobs and climate change solutions 
(building resilience and reducing emissions), can be fostered by diverse stakeholders (governments, NGOs, businesses, 
citizen groups, etc.).  While many of the successes revealed here occur in larger or more densely populated communities, 
there are opportunities to adapt proven strategies at a smaller scale in more rural or small-town settings, e.g. where 
development of denser hubs or community nodes could speed the growth of low-carbon, resilient and vibrant local 
communities. Many of the case studies in this report provide replicable models for both urban and rural settings, but need 
to be scaled up if they are to achieve community-wide benefits and targets. Regulatory approaches such as cool roof 
bylaws, and government policies toward requiring home retrofits clearly have the potential for enacting sweeping 
changes, but only if enabling policies are not vigorously opposed by a large segment of the community. This speaks to the 
need for more effective engagement strategies to build that policy support.  

 
The collective COVID experience presents a unique and timely opportunity to reshape our communities, our economy, 
and our lifestyles, if we are to meet critical 2030 climate targets. While the pandemic has had many negative impacts, and 
disproportionately impacted indigenous communities and vulnerable individuals in our society, many of the planned and 
unplanned responses to COVID have had positive consequences for carbon footprints and community resilience. The 
unique combination of policies, restrictions, incentives, and voluntary behaviour change during the COVID-19 pandemic 
has shifted social norms and delivered a rapid, large (7%), and unprecedented reduction in worldwide emissions. While 
not enough to solve the climate crisis, this does show that massive swift change is possible, even where the primary goal 
was not climate change. 
 
Further changes and set-backs as a result of the pandemic are likely to take place over the next few months and beyond. 
Adaptability and proactive planning for alternative scenarios addressing multiple crises (including the increasingly obvious 
climate emergency), will remain critical to overall community wellbeing.  Some of the strategies reviewed in this report 
have been tested successfully during the pandemic, suggesting that implementation should be feasible in an extended 
COVID-19 recovery. There is though, the question of what societal shifts will stick after the COVID-19 pandemic, and how 
these can be hardwired into the recovery effort to urgently respond to the need to slash emissions and climate-proof 
communities.  
 
There is a rapidly shortening window to seize the opportunity that COVID-19 presents for climate action and positive 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ άōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭέ ƛǎ ǊŜ-established by municipalities and other sectors of society. This moment provides 
an opportunity for a permanent sea-change, while many are still working remotely from home, focused on the liveability 
of neighbourhoods, and their old habits remain disrupted. Some adaptations to COVID, like pop-up parklets, which 
strengthen the local economy and align with climate action, may make difficult transitions more acceptable (e.g. taking 
back road space, reductions in commuting). Many of these changes though, are not yet widely seen as linked to positive 
climate action, calling for stronger climate messaging. 
 
This report lays out strategies and next steps for BC local governments to establish synergies between COVID-19 recovery 
and local climate action, through restart plans, job creation strategies, and budget planning. We also include 
recommendations for consideration by the provincial government and other key community partners.  Key 
recommendations for BC municipalities and regional districts include: 
 

1. Develop a multi-pronged restart strategy ŦƻǊ άtƻǎǘ-COVID Climate Action Plans,έ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōǳƛƭŘ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ adaptation 
and mitigation priorities. 

2. Prioritize re-localizing the economy to build jobs and long-term community resilience to climate change impacts, 
as well as to disruptions to remote energy supplies and transport corridors, economic downturns, and other crises 
(e.g. social inequity and mental/physical well-being). 
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3. Scale up visible climate action within communities, supported by a network of replicable demonstration 
projects. 

4. Develop a municipal or regional Social Mobilization Strategy to engage, empower and support residents and 
community groups across BC, through sustained collaborations between municipalities, local community hubs, 
and a coordinating backbone organisation with sustainable co-funding.  We have 9 years left to get every 
neighbourhood and community to reduce their carbon footprints by almost half, requiring an unprecedented 
cultural shift on the scale of the COVID-19 response.   

5. !ǎǎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƛǎŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ Ƨƻƛƴǘ /h±L5-19 recovery and climate action, to support and 
prioritize these actions. 

 
Municipalities can and should play a crucial convening role in bringing together partners and other key stakeholders who 
will also play key roles in developing and delivering joint local recovery and climate action plans.  The provincial 
government is best placed to provide overall strategic guidance and support to local government and other sectors, with 
strong messaging to the public (building on its successes with COVID-19 in this area), and drawing on the signature 
initiatives (including a social mobilization strategy) recommended by UBCM on climate action. 

  

file:///C:/Users/rbauman/Downloads/●%09https:/www.ubcm.ca/assets/Resolutions~and~Policy/Policy/Environment/SCCA%20Recommendations%20Nov%202020%20FV.pdf
file:///C:/Users/rbauman/Downloads/●%09https:/www.ubcm.ca/assets/Resolutions~and~Policy/Policy/Environment/SCCA%20Recommendations%20Nov%202020%20FV.pdf
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1. INTRODUCTION 

This report was created to directly support local governments in sustaining climate action while creating jobs 

in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

We know that COVID-19 has had an enormous impact on the lives and livelihoods of British Columbians across 
the province. In response to the public health crisis brought on by the coronavirus, many parts of the economy 
were shuttered to minimize human contact to slow the spread of the virus. The resulting economic downturn 
has been different from others that have happened in the past, as job losses have disproportionately impacted 
youth, women, immigrants and unskilled workers, demanding new and innovative job creation strategies.  
 

While emissions initially fell due to massively curtailed economic and social activity early in the pandemic, by 

6.4%, or 2.3 billion tonnes in 2020, some researchers expect a strong rebound in global emissions as worldwide 

economic activity recovers.1 While the initial sharp decline in emissions was impressive, it still falls short of a 

2019 UN Environment Programme (UNEP) report which warned that unless global greenhouse gas emissions 

fall by 7.6 per cent each year between 2020 and 2030, the world will miss the opportunity to get on track 

towards the 1.5°C temperature goal of the Paris Agreement.2 The predicted bounce-back in global emissions is 

therefore alarming, and necessitates critical action.  

 

Before the pandemic, in recognition of the urgent need to rapidly reduce carbon pollution to limit global 

warming to 1.5°C, over 30 BC local governments declared climate emergencies, and many more committed to 

catalysing local climate action. As climate change continues to accelerate, climate-inclusive economic recovery 

planning is critical. The BC Climate-Aligned Working Group, composed of local government, non-profit, and 

business representatives, formed in July 2020 to support the integration of climate action opportunities (both 

mitƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴύ ƛƴǘƻ ./Ωǎ /h±L5-19 economic recovery strategy, as well as the 2021 Provincial 

Budget. Through its work, the Working Group determined that because of the unique nature of the COVID-19 

economic downturn, in which youth, women, immigrants, and unskilled workers were impacted more than 

other population groups, infrastructure projects alone will not be enough to increase employment to pre-

pandemic levels.3  

 

For this reason, this report identifies practical, community-scale actions, solutions and possible strategies to 

encourage BC municipalities to support new programs and policies integrating a climate and social equity lens, 

to ensure that all groups can benefit from COVID-19 climate inclusive economic recovery programs and projects 

that contribute to both local job creation and tackling the climate emergency.  

 

                                                
1
 ¢ƻƭƭŜŦǎƻƴΣ WŜŦŦΦ όнлнмΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мрύΦ ά/h±L5 ŎǳǊōŜŘ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ нлнл τ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ōȅ ƳǳŎƘΦέ Nature. https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-00090-3 

2 United Nations Environment Program. (2019, November 26). Emissions Gap Report 2019. UNEP, Nairobi. 

3 Community Energy Association and Vancouver Economic Commission, on behalf of the BC Climate-Aligned Stimulus Working Group. (2020, August 31). BC Climate-Aligned Stimulus 

Working 

Group Final Report. Vancouver, BC: CEA. 
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Goals of the Study  
The aim of this report is to provide advice to BC municipalities on opportunities for COVID-19 recovery that offer 

synergies with climate action, based on studies of precedents and case studies of other communities, which 

may be applicable to BC and Canada. Desired outcomes of seizing such opportunities and adapting or developing 

new initiatives could include: 

 

 Increasing jobs and skills within communities, and advancing economic recovery. 

 Reducing GHG emissions (carbon footprints) and meeting municipal, provincial and federal emission 

reduction targets. 

 Building resilience and adaptation to climate emergency impacts, while increasing self-sufficiency. 

 Various social co-benefits such as improving or restoring mental and physical health, social cohesion, 

equity, and advancing a cultural shift towards more sustainable lifestyles. 

 

Study Scope and Approach 
This study focuses on the city and regional district scale for local government action, in both urban and rural 

settings (though in general, there is more information available on case studies in urban communities than rural 

communities). In particular, this report addresses certain priorities identified by /9!Ωǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ tƭŀȅōƻƻƪ 

including ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά.ƛƎ aƻǾŜǎέ ƻƴ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΥ  

 Zero Emission Buildings - with an emphasis on retrofitting of existing buildings, whether commercial or 

residential; and,  

 Closing the Loop on Waste - including reducing consumption and reuse/repair/recycling. 

 

In addition, this study considers cross-cutting themes in two main areas relevant to both COVID recovery and 

climate action: 

 Holistic land use implications for planning and enhancing communities, addressing issues such as 

άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣέ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ όŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜύ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ƭƛǾeability, and green infrastructure 

etc., with links to both adaptation and mitigation. 

 Community engagement and social mobilization, addressing the role of, and approaches to education 

and capacity building, stewardship of community assets, domestic consumption and lifestyles, behaviour 

change, and collective action on climate change. 

 

This study does not attempt to provide economic analyses, and seeks to complement the parallel report 

produced by SFU researchers on transportation.4 It has also not focused on Indigenous communities in 

                                                
4
 /ƻǊǊŜŀΣ [ΦΣ ŀƴŘ tŜǊƭΣ !ΦΣ ά!ƭƛƎƴƛƴƎ /h±L5 wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ [ƻŎŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ  /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ !ŎǘƛƻƴΥ ½ŜǊƻ-Emission Challenges in Urban Mobility Future After COVID-мфΦ Cƛƴŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘΦέ όнлнмύΦ ¦Ǌōŀƴ 

Studies Program, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences. Simon Fraser University.  

 
 
 
 

https://bcclimateleaders.ca/playbook/the-big-moves/
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recognition of the special circumstances and governance conditions applying to this important segment of the 

BC population, which call for special expertise and full Indigenous involvement.  

 

This study utilizes a case study approach, with selection and analysis of a limited number of well documented 

examples from Canada, USA and Europe. This provides both a breadth and depth of analysis of possible action 

strategies in the COVID recovery context. 

 

Consistent with the PICS Fast Track Research Program, this report is intended to provide rapid and timely 

information over a fairly short time frame, focused on BC communities and garnered through limited primary 

interviews, while also making use of readily available information. This requires a selective literature review of 

relevant pre-/h±L5 ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ άƎǊŜȅ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΣέ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǿŜōκƳŜŘƛŀ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ 

these recent information sources have not been peer-reviewed, and therefore cannot be considered 

scientifically verified.  Information has been gathered where possible to support findings, through interviews 

with experts linked to the case studies, cross referencing multiple project examples, and discussion/review by 

PICS and CEA during the process.   

 

This ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŀ ά/h±L5 ƭŜƴǎέ ǘƻ ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /h±L5 ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΦ  /ase 

studies were explored to identify levers or drivers including policies/regulations, infrastructure improvements 

(both grey and green), and social programs and practices. We sought to consider scalability, feasibility, and 

applicability of possible strategies to BC conditions (both in larger urban communities and smaller or rural 

communities). Case studies were evaluated based on perceived effectiveness in delivering the four potential 

outcomes that have been identified: jobs/skills, GHG reduction, resilience/self-sufficiency and social co-benefits 

ς Ǉƭǳǎ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǳǎŜǎ ŀ ǉǳŀƭƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ άǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ-ƭƛƎƘǘέ ǎŎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ όƎǊŜŜƴύΣ 

medium (amber) or low (red) effectiveness.  Final recommendations are provided based on this broad 

descriptive review and interpretations by the authors. 

 

This report provides guidance to municipalities in the following areas: 

Section 2: Holistic Approaches: COVID-19 recovery and the 15 Minute City 

Section 3: Case Studies on Building Energy and Waste 

Section 4: Social Mobilization 

Section 5: Conclusions and Recommendations  
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2. HOLISTIC APPROACHES: COVID-19 RECOVERY and the 15 MINUTE 

CITY 

As many municipalities have begun 

emerging from the public health crisis 

brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic 

which limited transit and travel, they are 

exploring the concept of the 15 Minute 

City - an idea where close-knit districts 

providing for most if not all resident 

needs, are supported by infrastructure 

which promotes cycling and walking, 

providing a pathway for post-COVID 

recovery and jobs development. 

 

What is the 15 Minute City? 

TƘŜ άмр-ƳƛƴǳǘŜ Ŏƛǘȅέ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ 

urban design that aims to improve quality 

of life by creating sustainable cities where 

everything a resident might need can be 

reached within 15 minutes by foot, bike 

or public transit. With an emphasis on 

careful planning at the neighbourhood 

level, each district has all the features it 

needs to support a full life ς including 

jobs, food, recreation, grŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎΣ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

require a car.5 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic abruptly sent hundreds of millions of people into lockdowns. Those who were able to 

work remotely from home were encouraged to do so, only going out to meet essential needs. While many parts 

of the economy came to a halt, and work and other commutes by car waned; many frontline workers, including 

low-wage service workers, sought alternatives to the crowds and enclosed spaces of public transit. Still, many 

millions of people lost jobs. As cities look to recover from COVID-19, many are considering how the pandemic 

has fundamentally reshaped how we live and work, and how we can thrive in a post-pandemic future. However, 

                                                
5
 {ƛǎǎƻƴΣ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΦ όǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ нлнлΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ оύΦ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ мр-ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ŎƛǘȅΚέ City Monitor. https://citymonitor.ai/environment/what-is-a-15-minute-city 

DID YOU KNOW? 

¢ƘŜ άмр-aƛƴǳǘŜ /ƛǘȅέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘŜǊƳ ǘƻ 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜέ 
neighbourhoods, where residents can meet most of their 
needs a short walk or bike ride from home.   

 

The 15 Minute City, which has become synonymous with 
Paris, is a flexible and highly adaptable model, which has 
been adopted by cities around the world, using other terms 
to describe the same set of principles: 

¶ Ciudad a escala humana (Human-Scale City); Buenos 
Aires. 

¶ Complete Neighbourhoods, Portland, Oregon. 

¶ Barrios Vitales (Vital Neighbourhoods); Bogotá. 

¶ 20-Minute Neighbourhoods; Melbourne. 

¶ Superblock; Barcelona.  

Source: C40 Knowledge Hub https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/  
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these solutions may not be as applicable for communities with significant numbers of frontline workers who did 

not have the option to work from home. 

 

The 15 Minute City is a model that many cities are embracing to support a deeper, stronger recovery from 

COVID-19, and to help foster a more local, safe, healthy and sustainable way of life. By reconnecting residents 

with their local areas, and decentralising city life and services, the 15 Minute City promotes lived-in, people-

ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜέ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘǎ, reducing unnecessary trips, and deepening a sense of 

community, while improving the sustainability and liveability of cities.6 

 

A Post-Covid Reset for Cities: 

Reimagining a Green Urban 

Pandemic Recovery  
 

The idea of the 15 Minute City is not a new 

one. It builds on principles of New Urbanism 

with walkable blocks and streets, housing 

and shopping in close proximity, accessible 

public spaces as well as transit-oriented 

development. Its roots can be found in the 

ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άneighbourhood unitέ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ 

by the American urban planner Clarence 

Perry in the early 1900s.In addition, similar 

visions of 20 minute and 30 minute 

neighbourhoods or cities have also 

emerged in the past decade, most notably in Australia.7 In fact, many cities already contain areas that align with 

the principles of the 15 Minute City, even if  

ƛǘΩǎ by accident rather than by design.8  

 

COVID-мфΩǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 

evolution of Central Business Districts is tied 

to a resurgence of interest in the 15 Minute 

City model, as it directly contrasts with urban 

planning models that have been dominant 

for the last century, separating residential 

                                                
6
 /пл YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ IǳōΦ όнлнл Wǳƭȅύ άIƻǿ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ōŀŎƪ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ мр-minute city.έC40 Cities Climate Leadership Group, C40 Knowledge Hub. https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/ 

7 {ƛǎǎƻƴΣ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΦ όǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ нлнлΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ оύΦ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ мр-ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ŎƛǘȅΚέ City Monitor. https://citymonitor.ai/environment/what-is-a-15-minute-city 

8  /пл YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ IǳōΦ όнлнл Wǳƭȅύ άIƻǿ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ōŀŎƪ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ мр-minute city.έC40 Cities Climate Leadership Group, C40 Knowledge Hub. https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/ 

DID YOU KNOW? 

As part of the creation of a new long-term strategic and 
actionable Vancouver Plan, the City of Vancouver has 
launched a community engagement process asking 
residents to join a conversation on complete 
neighbourhoods. 

Centred on the needs of all residents, the City defines a 
complete neighbourhood as one that features a diversity 
of housing options, shops, services, recreation 
opportunities, cultural and childcare facilities, linked by 
lively pathways, parks and plazas, and within close 
proximity to one another. 

 
 

ñMany people never visited shops close to their homes before 

because they were busy. They didn't know their neighbours or the 

parks nearby. The pandemic made us discover this. We have 

rediscovered locality, and this has improved quality of life.ò  

 

- Professor Carlos Moreno, Mayor of Parisô Special Envoy for 

Smart Cities. 

https://www.cnu.org/resources/what-new-urbanism#:~:text=New%20Urbanism%20is%20a%20planning,on%20human%2Dscaled%20urban%20design.
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-94-007-0753-5_3335
https://theconversation.com/the-30-minute-city-how-do-we-put-the-political-rhetoric-into-practice-56136
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areas from business, retail, industry and entertainment.9 Although vaccination rates have accelerated, business 

districts across North AmerƛŎŀ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƭƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜōƻǳƴŘΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǘǿƻ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ 

almost completely re-opened, the patterns of work in the Central Business Districts of its two largest cities 

continue to remain well below their pre-pandemic levels τ reaching 59% in Sydney, and 41% in Melbourne as 

of April 2021.10 In emerging from the wake of the pandemic, many local governments are seizing on the 

opportunity to rebuild these business districts and their cities in a more vibrant, connected and inclusive way 

that better reflects the changing needs and preferences of residents.  

 

In part inspired by Jane Jacobs, who viewed neighbourhoods as social connectors, Professor Carlos Moreno at 

the University of Paris 1 Pantheon-Sorbonne, has been a leading thought leader on the 15 Minute City as a 

solution to improving the quality of urban life, and reducing ǳǊōŀƴ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ άƘȅǇŜǊ-ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅέ 

to jobs, amenities, government services, public parks, shopping, and a variety of entertainment all accessible by 

cycling or walking.  

 

The concept of the 15 Minute City reimagines how cities can be better designed to support the basic needs of 

residents which can all be accessed on foot or by bike within a 15 minute radius from their homes, resulting in 

stronger communities that will enable residents to feel more connected to the businesses and services in their 

area.11 The lockdowns and stay-at-home orders of the COVID-19 pandemic have helped to shift our collective 

priorities, and demonstrate not only the feasibility, but also the desirability of a highly localized future for our 

neighbourhoods and cities.  

 

  

                                                
9
 wŜƛƳŜǊΣ WŀǎƳƛƴŜΦ ά¢ƘŜ мр-ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǘǊŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΦέ όнлнлΣ aŀǊŎƘ нпύΦ Here360. https://360.here.com 

10
  CƭƻǊƛŘŀΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘΦ ά¢ƘŜ 5ŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ [ƛŦŜ ƻŦ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΦέ όнлнмΣ aŀȅмпύΦ Bloomberg CityLab. https://www.bloomberg.com/ 

11
 hǾŜǊǎǘǊŜŜǘΣ YŀƭŜȅΦ όнлнм WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мрύΦ ά/ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ! tŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ-friendly Utopia Through the Design of 15-aƛƴǳǘŜ /ƛǘƛŜǎΦέ Archdaily. https://www.archdaily.com/ 

https://centerforthelivingcity.org/janejacobs#info
https://www.ted.com/talks/carlos_moreno_the_15_minute_city?language=en
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Transforming Car 

Dependent Cities for 

Equitable & Sustainable 

Recovery  

As cities begin taking the steps 

towards COVID-19 recovery, the C40 

Global Mayors COVID-19 Recovery 

Task Force, created by an 

international coalition of leading 

mayors, has launched the C40 

aŀȅƻǊǎΩ !ƎŜƴŘŀ ŦƻǊ ŀ DǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ Wǳǎǘ 

Recovery, which sets out the Task 

CƻǊŎŜ ƳŀȅƻǊǎΩ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ 

equitable and sustainable recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. One key principle is that the recovery must 

improve upon the resilience of our cities and communities, and recommends the following key city actions for 

a green and just recovery:  

 

 /ǊŜŀǘŜ άмр-minutŜ ŎƛǘƛŜǎέΦ 

 Give streets back to people. 

 Build with nature. 

 

Lƴ ǊŜōƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳŀȅƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ άōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭΣέ 

as this would keep us on track to 3°C of overheating. Instead, the 15 Minute City model is beginning to be a 

άƴŜǿ ƴƻǊƳŀƭέ ŦƻǊ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘƘŜǊŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ŀǎǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƻŦ Ŏƛǘȅ 

residents, while advancing a more thriving, healthy and sustainable path for recovery.12  

  

                                                
12 C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group. (2020 July). /пл aŀȅƻǊǎΩ !ƎŜƴŘŀ ŦƻǊ ŀ DǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ Wǳǎǘ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ. https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/  

CORE PRINCIPLES of a 15 MINUTE CITY: 
 
Residents of every neighbourhood have easy access to goods and 
services, particularly groceries, fresh food and healthcare. 
 
Every neighbourhood has a variety of housing types, of different sizes 
and levels of affordability, to accommodate many types of households 
and enable more people to live closer to where they work. 
 
Residents of every neighbourhood are able to breathe clean air, free of 
harmful air pollutants, there are green spaces for everyone to enjoy. 
 
More people can work close to home or remotely, thanks to the presence 
of smaller-scale offices, retail and hospitality, and co-working spaces. 
 
Source: C40 Knowledge Hub 
 https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/ 

https://www.c40.org/other/covid-task-force
https://www.c40.org/other/covid-task-force
https://www.c40.org/other/covid-task-force
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/C40-Mayors-Agenda-for-a-Green-and-Just-Recovery?language=en_US
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/C40-Mayors-Agenda-for-a-Green-and-Just-Recovery?language=en_US
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/C40-Mayors-Agenda-for-a-Green-and-Just-Recovery?language=en_US
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Paris and the 15 Minute City  

 

Paris has popularized the idea of the 

мр aƛƴǳǘŜ /ƛǘȅΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άǾƛƭƭŜ ŘŜ ǉǳŀǊǘ 

ŘΩƘŜǳǊŜΣέ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ-hour city, 

was at the centre of Mayor Anne 

IƛŘŀƭƎƻΩǎ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǊŜ-election 

campaign in 2020. This urban strategy 

aims to ōǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴ άŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 

ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ 

through the creation of more efficient 

neighbourhoods that will reduce 

pollution and stress, and create 

socially and economically diverse 

areas that will improve the quality of 

life for residents.13  

 

The Vision: Reducing driving and pollution in Paris are key components of the 15 Minute City strategy as part 

ƻŦ tŀǊƛǎΩ Ǝƻŀƭ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭ ōȅ нлрлΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀƭǎƻ calls for a more connected 

and localized way of life, where commuting time is instead invested in developing richer relationships with what 

ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƴŜŀǊōȅΦ CƻǊ tŀǊƛǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ aƻǊŜƴƻΣ aŀȅƻǊ IƛŘŀƭƎƻΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜƴǾƻȅ ŦƻǊ ǎƳŀǊǘ 

ŎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ άŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘƛŜǎΦέ14  

 

As workplaces, stores, and homes are brought into closer proximity, street space previously dedicated to cars is 

freed up, reducing pollution and making way for gardens, bike lanes, and other sports and leisure facilities, 

allowing residents to bring their daily activities out of their homes and into welcoming, safe streets and 

squares.15 

 

The 2024 Target: tŀǊƛǎΩ revitalization effort through the 15 Minute City model, is tied to other strategies 

including planting more trees, and pedestrianizing the city by installing a bike lane on every street by 2024, all 

while removing 60,000 parking spaces for cars.16 The pandemic enabled Paris to kick-start the implementation 

ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ рл ƪƳ ƻŦ ōƛƪŜ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άŎƻǊƻƴŀǇƛǎǘŜǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлнлΣ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘhe Place de 

                                                
13

 ²ƛƭƭǎƘŜǊΣ YƛƳΦ όнлнл CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ тύΦ άtŀǊƛǎ aŀȅƻǊ ¦ƴǾŜƛƭǎ ϥмр-minute City' Plan In Re-elŜŎǘƛƻƴ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦέ The Guardian. https://www.theguardian.com/ 
14

 hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴΣ CŜŀǊƎǳǎ ŀƴŘ [ŀǳǊŀ .ƭƛǎǎΦ όнлнл bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мнύΦ ά¢ƘŜ мр-Minute CityτNo Cars RequiredτLǎ ¦Ǌōŀƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΩǎ bŜǿ ¦ǘƻǇƛŀΦέ Bloomberg Businessweek.  

https://www.bloomberg.com/ 

15
 Ibid. 

16
Ibid. 

 

 
Image Source: Eukalypton 
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ƭŀ .ŀǎǘƛƭƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ϵолƳ ǊŜŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎǉǳŀǊŜǎΦ17 Paris has also turned school 

playgrounds into parks, promoted urban agriculture, and even talked about creating urban forests.18 

 

Rationale/Why This, Why 

Now? 
 

Parisô plans to become a people-

friendly 15 Minute City, transforming 

its streets to spaces for decarbonized 

mobility is central to its climate action 

targets. Even before the pandemic, 

Parisô policies prioritizing 

pedestrianization and public transport 

resulted in: 

 

ǒ A reduction from 44% to 35% 

in the use of private vehicles 

between 1999 and 2016.  

ǒ A reduction in car traffic by 

8% in 2019 alone.19 

 

 

Accelerating policies that prioritize bike lanes and public transport through the 15 Minute City strategy is also 

central to the cityôs post-pandemic recovery. While the COVID-19 pandemic highlighted the carbon dependent 

commutes to central business districts and the disconnection of big cities, it also placed a spotlight on the 

opportunity to rebuild cities as more people-centred, resilient, healthy and sustainable places where residents 

and businesses can thrive. 
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 ̧ ŜǳƴƎΣ tŜǘŜǊΦ όнлнм WŀƴǳŀǊȅ пύΦ άIƻǿ ϥмр-ƳƛƴǳǘŜ /ƛǘƛŜǎϥ ²ƛƭƭ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ¢ƘŜ ²ŀȅ ²Ŝ {ƻŎƛŀƭƛǎŜΦέ ../Φ ƘǘǘǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦōōŎΦŎƻƳ 
18

 {ƛǎǎƻƴΣ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΦ όǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ нлнлΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ оύΦ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ мр-ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ŎƛǘȅΚέ /ƛǘȅ aƻƴƛǘƻǊΦ ƘǘǘǇǎΥκκŎƛǘȅƳƻƴƛǘƻǊΦŀƛκŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘκǿƘŀǘ-is-a-15-minute-city 

19 aŀǊǘƝƴŜȊ 9ǳƪƭƛŘƛŀŘŀǎΣ aΦ όнлнл aŀȅ муύΦ έtŀǊƛǎ ²ŀƴǘǎ ¢ƻ .ŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ Ψмр-ƳƛƴǳǘŜ /ƛǘȅΦΩέ Tomorrow.Mag. https://www.smartcitylab.com/blog/governance-finance/paris-15-minute-city/ 

 

 
Image Source:  Paris en Commun 

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2018/aug/16/could-greening-every-paris-schoolyard-cool-the-city
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2018/aug/16/could-greening-every-paris-schoolyard-cool-the-city
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.ŀǊŎŜƭƻƴŀΩǎ {ǳǇŜǊōƭƻŎƪǎΥ 

The Benefits of People 

Centred Planning 

 

The Vision: Barcelona first introduced 

ǘƘŜ ά{ǳǇŜǊōƭƻŎƪέ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƛƴ нлмсΦ 

Superblocks are neighbourhoods of 

nine blocks, where traffic is restricted 

to major roads around the outside, opening up entire groups of streets to pedestrians and cyclists, reducing 

pollution from vehicles, and giving residents relief from noise pollution. They are also designed to create more 

open space for citizens to meet, talk and do activities.20 

 

2030 Target: Barcelona will free up space for 21 new pedestrian plazas at intersections, creating pedestrian-first 

zones covering most of the city centre. Vehicle traffic will only be permitted around the perimeter, leaving motor 

vehicle access to these streets only to residents, essential services or deliveries. With this strategy: 

 

 нм ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ƛƴ .ŀǊŎŜƭƻƴŀΩǎ 9ƛȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ άǎǳǇŜǊ-ǎǳǇŜǊōƭƻŎƪΦέ 

 These squares and streets will be planted with trees that will shade 6.6 hectares (16 acres) of new green 

space when mature, in a zone that will contain an extra 33.4 hectares of pedestrian space.  

 If Barcelona reaches its goal of covering its entire surface area through 503 superblocks, it will free up 

70% of its current road space for active travel and recreation space, sharply cutting its air pollution, 

carbon emissions and noise pollution.21  

 

The Superblock model provides an opportunity to rethink urban mobility patterns, transform public space, and 

create more liveable and sustainable neighbourhoods, and can be replicated and adapted to suit the conditions 

of other cities.  
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 bŀƴŘŀΣ !ƴǳǇŀƳΦ όнлмф {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ моύΦ ά{ǳǇŜǊōƭƻŎƪǎΥ .ŀǊŎŜƭƻƴŀΩǎ /ŀǊ-fǊŜŜ ½ƻƴŜǎ /ƻǳƭŘ 9ȄǘŜƴŘ [ƛǾŜǎ !ƴŘ .ƻƻǎǘ aŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘΦέ The Conversation. https://theconversation.com/ 

21
 hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴΣ CŜŀǊƎǳǎΦ όнлнл bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ммύΦ άBarcelona Will Supersize its Car-CǊŜŜ Ψ{ǳǇŜǊōƭƻŎƪǎΦΩέ .ƭƻƻƳōŜǊƎ /ƛǘȅƭŀōΦ ƘǘǘǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦōƭƻƻƳōŜǊƎΦŎƻƳκ 

ñWhat we really aspire is to slow down the pace on streets for them to 

work more as the public spaces they are. We believe that streets can 

be more optimized considering the needs of humans and nature. 

Today, streets are mainly designed for cars, leaving little or no space 

for other activities. Itôs not sustainable.ò 

 

-Daniel Byström, Project Manager, ArkDes Think Tank. 
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Rationale/Why This, Why Now? 

As a city with high population density and few public green spaces, .ŀǊŎŜƭƻƴŀΩǎ Superblock model provides an 

opportunity for the city to reclaim street spaces for other more inclusive uses, through the development of new 

squares, public seating areas and tree-lined green avenues.22 A recent study published in the journal 

Environment International, ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ .ŀǊŎŜƭƻƴŀΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ рло ǎǳǇŜǊōƭƻŎƪǎ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ 

related environmental, economic and health impacts will be significant:23 

 

 Reduction in private 

motorized transport trips by 

19.2%. 

 Shift in nearly 228,000 

car/motorcycle 

trips/weekday to public and 

active transport. 

 Increased physical activity for 

an estimated 65,000 persons 

shifting car/motorcycle trips 

to public and active transport. 

 Prevention of an estimated 

667 premature deaths each 

year attributed to reductions 

in air pollution (NO2), noise 

and heat. 

 Increase in average life 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊŎŜƭƻƴŀ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ нлл ŘŀȅǎΦ 

 Net an annual economic impact of 1.7 billion EUR. 

 

To ensure the equitable distribution of these benefits, the research study points to the efficacy of implementing 

the Superblocks consistently across the city.24 For other cities facing similar challenges of environmental 

pollution, urban heat island effect, and limited access to public green space, adoption of people-centred urban 

strategies like the 15 Minute City or Superblocks can help them to realize similar benefits.  

                                                
22

 Ibid. 
23

 Mueller, N., Rojas-Rueda, D., Khreis, H., Cirach, M., Andres, D., BallesBartol, X., Daher, C., Deluca, A., Echave, C., Mila, C., Marquez, S., Palau, J., Perez, K., Tonne, C., Stevenson, M., Rueda, 

{ΦΣ bƛŜǳǿŜƴƘǳƛƧǎŜƴΣ aΦ  όнлнл WŀƴǳŀǊȅύΦ ά/ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ ¦Ǌōŀƴ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ hŦ /ƛǘƛŜǎ CƻǊ IŜŀƭǘƘΥ ¢ƘŜ {ǳǇŜǊōƭƻŎƪ aƻŘŜƭΦέ Environment International. Vol. 134. https://www.sciencedirect.com/ 
24

Ibid.  

 

 
Image Source:  Science Direct 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160412019315223?via%3Dihub#bb0035
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Sweden: The One Minute 

City  
 

The Vision: Sweden is implementing 

a hyperlocal variation of the 15 

Minute City, called the 1 Minute City, 

as part of its plan to get to net-zero 

greenhouse gas emissions by 2045.  

 

tƛƭƻǘŜŘ ōȅ {ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

innovation body Vinnova, and 

ArkDes, the national urban design 

ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘŀƴƪΣ {ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ 

focus on the single street level, 

reimagining the spaces just beyond 

the doorstep not as places to drive 

and park cars, but as important community spaces for connection.  

 

{ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎ 1 Minute City Project is called Street Moves, and it allows local residents to co-design their own street 

ƭŀȅƻǳǘǎΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŦǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜ ǳƴƛǘǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άǇŀǊƪƭŜǘέ ƳƻŘŜƭΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ 

residents can decide how much street space is used for parking, or for other public uses.25  Unlike the 15 Minute 

City Model, where people living in an urban neighbourhood are able to meet all of their daily needs from going 

to work, school or grocery shopping within a 15-minute walk or bike ride, the concept of the 1 Minute City is 

not as literal. It is not intended to provide residents with everything that they need on one block, but to help 

people to reimagine how streets can be transformed into more vibrant and inclusive spaces when walking and 

cycling are prioritized over the car for transportation.26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
25

 hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴΣ CŜŀǊƎǳǎΦ όнлнм WŀƴǳŀǊȅ рύΦ άaŀƪŜ ²ŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨhƴŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜ /ƛǘȅΦΩέ Bloomberg Citylab. https://www.bloomberg.com/ 
26

 tŜǘŜǊǎΣ !ŘŜƭŜΦ όнлнм WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мнύΦ άIƻǿ ¢ƻ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ¸ƻǳǊ {ǘǊŜŜǘ Lƴǘƻ ŀ м-aƛƴǳǘŜ /ƛǘȅΦέ Fast Company. https://www.fastcompany.com/90593014/how-to-transform-your-street-into-a-1-

minute-city 

 

 
Image Source:  Vinnova/ArkDes 
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2030 Target: 

With 9 Swedish cities 

aiming to get to net zero 

emissions by 2030, Street 

Moves has already been 

piloted at 4 sites in 

Stockholm. Additional sites  

in Gothenburg, 

Helsingborg, and Malmö 

are in different stages of 

completion.27 According to 

Street Moves, the goal is to 

rethink and makeover 

every street in Sweden 

over this decade, so that 

άŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƛƴ {ǿŜŘŜƴ ƛǎ 

ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΣ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ōȅ нлолΦέ28  

 

Rationale/Why This, Why Now? 

With the lockdown orders of the pandemic emphasizing the importance of rŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ 

ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘǎ ŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ {ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎ м aƛƴǳǘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ 

real, concrete opportunities for residents to co-create the neighbourhood spaces right outside their doorstep.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
27

 CƭŜƳƛƴƎΣ {ŜŀƴΦ όнлнм CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ муύΦ ά{ǿŜŘŜƴ {ŀȅǎ DƻƻŘōȅŜ ǘƻ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ {ǇŀŎŜǎΣ IŜƭƭƻ ǘƻ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ tƭŀŎŜǎΦέ World Economic Forum. https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/02/sweden-

local-parking-community/ 
28
hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴΣ CŜŀǊƎǳǎΦ όнлнм WŀƴǳŀǊȅ рύΦ άaŀƪŜ ²ŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨhƴŜ-aƛƴǳǘŜ /ƛǘȅΦΩέ Bloomberg Citylab. https://www.bloomberg.com/ 

 

 
Image Source:  Elsa Soläng/ArkDes 
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LǘΩǎ bƻǘ Just About Emissions: Moving People Safely and Supporting Jobs 

Paris, Barcelona and cities across Sweden, provide leading examples of how municipalities have utilized 

pandemic lockdowns to jump-start people-centred urban revitalization strategies, including car-free 
infrastructure projects that enable social distancing.  Other examples include: 

ǒ Ottawa, Ontario, Canada: ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ hǘǘŀǿŀΩǎ ƴŜǿ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ tƭŀƴ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ Ϧмр-

minute neighbourhoods" with the goal of tranǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƛƴǘƻ άbƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀϥǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 

liveable mid-ǎƛȊŜŘ ŎƛǘȅΣέ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ǘǊƛǇƭŜΦ29 

ǒ Montreal, Quebec, Canada: Montreal installed 300 kilometres of new, temporary pedestrian and bike 

paths last summer with the goals of linking up the city's green spaces, giving access to green spaces to 

residents in densely populated areas such as Montreal North, and encouraging Montrealers to visit local 

commercial arteries to support businesses.30 

ǒ Portland, Oregon: Portland plŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ фл҈ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ άcomplete neighbourhoodsΣέ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ όt.h¢ύ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ άneighbourhood 

grŜŜƴǿŀȅǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 

people more safely with fewer cars.31 

ǒ London, England: [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎŎŀǇŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧŀǎǘ-ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ 

streets to accommodate a possible ten-fold increase in cycling, and five-fold increase in walking, to 

enable social distancing post-pandemic.32 

ǒ Milan, ItalyΥ aƛƭŀƴ ƛǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƳŜǘǊƻ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŀǘ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ-thirds of its pre-

pandemic activity, while adding 35 kilometres of bike lanes in the city core.33 

As the COVID-19 pandemic limited transit and travel, the idea of creating close-knit districts, supported by 

infrastructure that promotes cycling and walking, is a promising strategy that may provide a pathway for post-

pandemic recovery and jobs development across BC municipalities. Policies and projects that promote walking 

and cycling not only help to reduce emissions, they also provide opportunities for small businesses to thrive in 

vibrant and connected neighbourhoods.  

                                                
29

 CB/ bŜǿǎΦ όнлмф !ǳƎǳǎǘ ннύΦ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ мр-aƛƴǳǘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘΥ LƴǘŜƴǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ YŜȅ ǘƻ /ƛǘȅϥǎ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ tƭŀƴΦέ CBC News. https://www.cbc.ca/ 
30

 YƻǾŀŎΣ !ŘŀƳΦ όнлнл aŀȅ мрύΦ IǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ YƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ .ƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ tŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ tŀǘƘǎ /ƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ aƻƴǘǊŜŀƭΦέ CTV News. https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/ 

31
aŀǳǎΣ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴΦ όнлнл WǳƴŜ нрύΦ άtōƻǘ Iŀǎ CǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ tƭŀƴ ǘƻ ±ŀǎǘƭȅ LƳǇǊƻǾŜ .ƛƪƛƴƎ Lƴ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘΦέ BikePortland. https://bikeportland.org/ 

32
 aŀȅƻǊ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴ tǊŜǎǎ wŜƭŜŀǎŜΦ όнлнл aŀȅ сύΦ άaŀȅƻǊΩǎ .ƻƭŘ bŜǿ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎǇŀŎŜ tƭŀƴ ²ƛƭƭ hǾŜǊƘŀǳƭ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎΦέ Greater London Authority. https://www.london.gov.uk/ 

33
 hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴΣ CŜŀǊƎǳǎΦ όнлнл !ǇǊƛƭ ннύΦέ9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ /ƛǘƛŜǎ !ǊŜ aŀƪƛƴƎ [Ŝǎǎ wƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ /ŀǊǎ !ŦǘŜǊ /ƻǊƻƴŀǾƛǊǳǎΦέ Bloomberg Citylab. https://www.bloomberg.com/ 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/ottawa-first-glimpse-official-plan-1.5256386
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/hundreds-of-kilometres-of-temporary-bike-and-pedestrian-paths-coming-to-montreal-1.4940992
https://www.portlandonline.com/portlandplan/index.cfm?a=390208&c=58269
https://www.portlandonline.com/portlandplan/index.cfm?a=390208&c=58269
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/mayors-bold-plan-will-overhaul-capitals-streets
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-22/a-car-free-blueprint-for-city-life-after-lockdown
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COVID-19 Recovery: Re-allocating Road Space for Thriving Neighbourhoods 

City of North Vancouver: Open Streets Action Plan 

TƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ ±ŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊΩǎ Open Streets 

Action Plan encourages safe walking, cycling and 

business operations across the City by creating 

more space on sidewalks and streets.  By 

reallocating existing road space in key areas for 

expanded outdoor patios, parklets and designated 

drop-off zones, the City aims to improve access to 

businesses while supporting the health and safety 

of residents with more space for physical 

distancing.  

Open Streets Parklets 

!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ hǇŜƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΣ a 

number of parklets were installed on Lonsdale Avenue to improve and enhance the streetscape, while providing 

safe, welcoming community spaces to sit, rest and connect while supporting public health and safety. 

Welcoming and inclusive to everyone, parklets are modular public spaces built on an extended platform over a 

reallocated parking area, which expand and enhance public space.  

Parklets can incorporate added amenities like 

seating, tables, greenspace, art and bike parking, 

attracting foot traffic, cyclists and other potential 

customers to nearby businesses by adding public 

seating and unique spaces on the street to eat and 

drink, creating many benefits for the surrounding 

community. As part of the Open Streets Initiative, 

many parklets were built in partnership with 

community partners and business associations. 

 

 

 
Image Source:  City of North Vancouver 

 

 
Image Source:  City of North Vancouver 

https://www.cnv.org/city-services/health-and-public-safety/emergency-preparedness/covid-19/open-streets-in-the-city#:~:text=The%20City's%20Open%20Streets%20Action,on%20our%20streets%20and%20sidewalks.
https://www.cnv.org/city-services/health-and-public-safety/emergency-preparedness/covid-19/open-streets-in-the-city#:~:text=The%20City's%20Open%20Streets%20Action,on%20our%20streets%20and%20sidewalks.
https://www.cnv.org/parks-recreation-and-culture/public-spaces-and-venues/play-cnv/parklets
https://www.cnv.org/parks-recreation-and-culture/public-spaces-and-venues/play-cnv/parklets



















































